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THE OLDEST COUPLE?

REUNION PLANS FOR 1976
The regional reunions for members of the Jesse N'

Smith family and friends during 1976 will get under
way on April 5 with the usual Conference - time
gathering of Utah kinsmen and BYU students in Provo'
Program details and a special announcement for
parents of students is given on page 15 of this issue'
A "super-reunion" at the home base of Snowf lake
planned
on July 21 , just preceding the traditional
is
Pioneer Day and Founders' Day events there. Details
are listed on Page 3.
Those living in other areas are invited to write the
regional branch chairman listed above and find the
dates and locations of the gatherings nearest to you'
This should be a great year to add to our knowledge of
family history and at the same time renew f riendships
and enlarge the circle of acquaintances of ourselves
and our children.
(ln the cases of San Diego, Tucson, and Four
Corners the branch chairman are not yet listed, but the
reunion coordinator expects to furnish them in time for
oublication in our June issue.)
The family officers have appointed Georganna B'
Spurlock, 4th vice president, as a special assistant to N
Pratt Smith in fostering the regional get-togethers this
year. Let's make it a banner year tor togetherness!

George Jarvis (87 on March 21) and his wife Frances
Burgess Jarvis (82 on March 4) have been reported to
us as the oldest living married couple in the Jesse N'

Smith Family. They will celebrate their 64th wedding
anniversary on May 2, and are to be congratulated on
their fine familY.
They are the parents of f ive children: George Eldred
Jarvis, Thomas Burgess Jarvis, Mrs. John Taylor
(Norma)Crosby, Mrs. Logan Lee (Catherine) Brimhall'
and Mrs. Waldo l. (Lila) Rogers' They live at St' Johns
Arizona. (P.O. Box 352)
George was the third son and fourth child of Susan
Janet Smith and Heber Jarvis. Susan was the eldest
daughter of Jesse N. and Janet Johnson Smith'
MORE LAW STUDENTS AT BYU
Since our article in the last issue which listed nine
members of the Jesse N' Smith family who are
attending the new college of law at Brigham Young
University, two more have been brought to our
attention.
They are Ronald Jay Gardner of Provo (Edith.- ,
of\'
Henry L., Jesse N. Jr.), and Craig C' Morlensen '11
Modesto, Calif . (Janet, Leah). Congratualtions to all

in this imPortant endeavor.
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Super-Reunion Plonned in Snowfloke
A "super-reunion" of the Jesse N. Smith family is
*Sueing planned by the association officers to be held at
Snowflake, Arizona on Wednesday, July 21. This will
precede the community's Pioneer Day celebration and
the observance of the g8th anniversity of the founding
of Snowflake which will culminate on July 24.
Plans for the family gathering were laid at meetings
of the officers on January 3rd and February 10th, it is
reported by Bess R. Ericksen, president. A major effort
will be made to complete the restoration of the Smith

Memorial Home

in

Snowf

celebration, she said.
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was

appointed generalchairman of the reunion, with Bertha

Randall (Mrs. Leroy) Smith, secretary, as coordinator

of housing for out-of-town visitors. Those seeking
accomodations are asked to write her at Box AA,
Snowflake, Arizona 85937, and specify the number of
persons and the dates for which housing is desired.
A special barbecue dinner is being planned, for the
occasion, with Nephi Bushman, Leland Smith, and Milo
Smith as co-chairmen. Proceeds f rom the dinner will be
given to the home restoration fund.

Other features

of the

reunion

will

include

a

genealogical display to be arranged by Dorothy Heward

Williams, family genealogy chairman, showing what
vork has been completed and what ancestral lines need
There will also be special
entertainment and tours of the Memorial Home and the
pioneer log cabin which is being reconslructed on the
lot south of the home. Pat Decker Malan, vice
president, will serve as chairman of the log cabin and
special history projects.
Copies of the Journal of Jesse N. Smith and other
publications also will be available for those who wish to
purchase them during the reunion.
Additional regional reunions of the family in various
areas will be announced as soon as scheduled by local
off icers. The f irst of these, to be held in provo, Utah on
April 5, is described on page 15 of this issue.

\<t be worked on.

OUR SLIP IS SHOWING

In our December issue we incorrectly listed

Afton J. Carpenter, from material furnished by his
three daughters, Lalovi F. Murdock, Varena F. Webb,
and Lorna F. Caroenter.
In the first column of the same article we should

!(ave

identif ied Della Fish as being a sister of Silas L. as

well as his aunt, (She married his uncle, Joseph W.
Smith.)
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Progress in collecting funds for the restoration of
the 7O-year-old Memorial Home of the Smith family in
Snowf

lake was reported gaining momentum

by

President Bess R. Ericksen following a visit to the home
in January by Mrs. Dorothy H. Hall, historic sites

preservation off icer for Arizona.
The f irst project to be undertaken will be the reoair

of the floor in the library room and some interior
painting. The cost of this work (91,500) has been
co/ered by a matching grant for which our share was
$710, raised in 1974.
The 1976 f und goal is $5,000 to match a new grant to
provide stabilization of the foundation and exterior
walls, a project necessary to prevent the eventual
collapse of the structure.
Each of the f ive vice presidents of the family has
undertaken a special appeal to raise on+fifth of this
amount needed, from their respective branches, and
report an encourageing response to date. These are:
Emma West Smith group, Pat Decker Malan; Margaret
West group, Varena Fish Webb; Janet Johnson Smith
group, Luella Ballard Webb; Augusta Outzen Smith
group, Georganna Bushman Spurlock; and Emma
Larson Smith group, Jean Smith Palmer.
Addresses of these officers are listed on page 2 of
this issue.
It is aimed to complete the fund-raising before July
so that the restoration work may be completed before

the family reunion in

a

daughter of Silas L. Fish as the author of the articte
about his life. Actually, it was written by his son-in-law,

.

HOME RESTORATION PROJECT

Snowf

lake on July

21.

Contributions, which are tax-deductable, should be
sent to: Robert J. Smith, Treasurer of the J.N.S. Family
Association, 2465 North 820 East, Provo, Utah. 84601.
Attention is being given also to future needs of the
Smith Memorial Home in Parowan, Utah, including
preventive maintenance and the provision of some
special furnishings. The latter need was noted by the

late Don C. Smith, former head of that

home's

restoration project which was structurally completed in
1967 at a cost of approximately $12,000.
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Ken Shelley-o ChomPion on Skotes
BY

Oliver R. Smith

Competitive f igure skating is a career so demanding
that to reach the top requires an almost total devotion of

time and energy, and one might expect this to

be

ref lected in a one-dimensional life.

In young Ken Shelley, however, you have an

American skating champion who has developed the
soiritual and intellectual aspects of his personality at
thesametime that he has excelled on the ice for nearly
two decades. This achievement attests to a tremendous
personal commitment, combined with the strong
support of a strong family and a strong religious faith as
a Latter-daySaint.
Ken was born241/z years ago in Downey, California,
the second of four children in the family of R. Gene and
Theora Shelley. His mother was a daughter of Susie
Jarvis Whiting, who was a granddaughter of Jesse N'
Smith. His father was recently transferred f rom
California to the Boston area as manager of Raytheon
Co. Equipment Division.
I Ken'scareer on the blades began when he received
ice skating lessons as a gift on this sixth birthday' He
oursued the art so well that his teacher paired him with
another young pupil from Downey, Jo Jo Starbuck, and
he appeared in his first recital at the age of nine' He
recalls the years of intensive training which followed:
"My coach through the years has been John Nicks,
a world pairs champion f rom Great Britain. He's a strict
disciplinarian, and the example of concentration he set
for me has helped in other areas of my life, even
academically.

"As a competitor I was unable to attend many social
unctions because I had to get up at 5 a'm. each day and
be on the ice at 6 a.m. I skated from 6 to 8:30, went to
school a few hours, returned to the rink for a couple of
hours, went back to class, and then came back to the
rink after school to finish up my six hours of training'
**'After that, in the evening I was too tired for much of
anything but doing my homework and going to bed'"
While continuing training with his partner for pairs
competition, Ken had the extra load of preparing for
singies figure skating' The results were impressive: at
agei tt anO tZ he won second place in the Southwest
Plcif ic juvenile singles; he was third in the Southwest
Pacif ic and Pacif ic Coast in the novice men's division at
at
13 and second in the Pacif ic Coast and U'S' Nationals
at
tne
junior
singles
men's
14; and he won f irst place in
U.S. Nationals at age 16 in 1968'
In junior pairs skating his achievement was even
more spectacular. He and Miss Starbuck won the
Pacif ic Coast title four times, and in 1967 they became

f

the U.S. National pairs champions' They then earned a
olace on the U.S. Olympic team to compete at Grenoble
in 1968. Then 16, he and his partner placed 13th'

KEN SHELLEY TO PERFORM IN APRIL

Kinsmen who desire to see cousin Kennth
Shelley perform in the lce Capades show during
the current season may do so in one of the four
cities remaining on the tour schedule of the East
Company for 1976.

The locations and dates of the

f

inal

appearances are:
Kansas City, Mo. " Mar. 25 through April 4
Denver, Colorado -- April 6 through April 11
Salt Lake City -' April 13 through April 18
Los Angeles -- April 21 through May 9

1Oth Place finish in the World
ChampionshiPs at Geneva.
in the u.s.
Advancing to senior pairs competition
.1968,
in 1969,
second
place
in
won
third
Nationals, they
row'
years
in
a
for
three
place
honors
and then f irst

followed bY

a

Skating also in the senior men's singles in the same
years, Ken placed fourth, third, second and f irst in four

successive years. His wins in both singles and pairs ir|9
1972made him the f irst American in 31 years to become

a national champion in two skating events'
Ken became also the f irst skater ever to qualify for

the U.S. Olympic team in two figure skating events,
pairs and singles, at the 1972 winter games in Sapporo,
Japan. His parents had accompanied him to Grenoble,
France in 1968, but this time the entire family went
with him except for his older brother who was then a
senior at Brigham Young University.
"lt was a marvelous family experience which none
of us will ever forget," his mother recalls' Ken placed
fourth in both men's and pairs skating at Sapporo' The
U.S. Olympic Committee later presented him an award

as "Outsianding

Sportsman

in the 1972 Winter

Olympics. "
By placing in the top three in the U'S' Nationals' the

skaters were on the American team for the World
Championships. For f ive years in a row, 1968-72' they
at
competed in the pairs event, winning third in 1971
For
Canada'
Calgary,
at
Lyon, ftun.e and also in1972
the last three of those years Ken competed also in
to
men's singles -- the only skater in those world meets
grueling
a
made
which
fompete in two divisions schedule of training and competition'
'1972 meets and an exhibition tour of N.9ltU
Af ter the
American cities, Ken retired from amateur competltlon:
contract with
at the age of 20 and signed a professional
with the
has
toured
he
lce Caoldes. For four seasons
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show's East Company, starring in both solo roles and in
pair skating with Jo Jo, who also turned professional.
But what of the spiritual and intellectual aspects of
QPKen's life? And what lies ahead after his professional
skating?
In a recent newspaper interview in Hartford, Conn.,
he said he was gratef ul for his parents' insistence that

school came first and skating second. In spite of his
intensive training and national competition schedule,
he served in the Key Club, a service unit at Downey
High School for three years, and received the Rotary

Club's "Service Above Self" award and the city of
Downey's Outstanding Citizenship award. He was
graduated from High School in 1969, attended Cerritos
College in 1969-71, and then enrolled at California State

College, Long Beach. His study there was interrupted
in the middle of his junior year to travel to the Olympics
and World Championships.
Ken was unable to attend seminary classes during

his high school years because they were held in the
early morning hours while he was training at the ice
rink. He was active in the Institute of Religion at
college, however, and as a sophmore was f irst
counselor in the presidency of the LDS Students' Assn.
at Cerritos. While traveling with lce Capades, he makes
certain he attends priesthood meeting and Sunday
School in whatever city he is in. Of his contacts with
other performers in the show, he says: "l know I'm
'', being watched, and I try to let my conduct speak for
v what Mormonism reoresents. "
He has expressed appreciation for his parents'
encouragement of his career without treating him
differently f rom other members of the family. His older
brother, Dennis, graduated in electrical engineering at
BYU, and now lives in Downey with his wife Kaye and
daughter Karen. His younger brother, Ronald, lives
with his wife Mary Ann in Provo where he is a senior in
political science at BYU.
His younger sister, Patty, followed his course in
competitive ice skating for a time. At 14 she was the
Southwest Pacific Junior ladies' champion and place
third in the National Championships. In her f irst year in
the senior ladies' division at age 15 she won the
Southwest Pacific and Pacific Coast championships,
and placed seventh in the 1972 Nationals. She retired
from competition after that season because the family
moved to a city where there was no ice rink. She is now
a sophomore student at BYU.
What of the future for Ken, the skater? Earlier this
year his partner announced her intention to retire,
planning to marry Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback
Terry Bradshaw at the end of the current season. The
lce Capades management asked Ken to continue as a
solo star next season, but he has decided to return to
- school and continue his education. He is considering a
career in theatrical production - but having been
- n.*
in skating nearly all of his life, he hopes to stay with it
in some capacity.
March 1976

\

Ken Shelley, star of lce Capades, displays the form which
in both pairs and men's
singles figure skating.
made him U.S. National Champion
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Silos Smith-From Kirtlond to lllinois
By John Dawain Smith

When young Don Carlos Smith, as "editor and

proprietor"

of the

f

ledgling Times

&

Seasonsl

prepared the second issue for publication, he had the
sad task of including the name of his uncle, his father's
brother, in the obituary notice column: "Obituary, Died

in Pittsfield, Pike Co., lll.,

September 13th, Silas
years."
Smith, aged 58
'
Actually, Silas was 59 years, 11 months, 13 days of
age at the time of his death, just 17 days short of his

He had been born in

ield,

New
birthday.
Asael
and
of
fifth
son
the
1
1779,
Hampshire, Oct. ,
Mary Duty Smith.'We can readily excuse cousin Don

Derryf

Carlos for this slight error, as conditions for accurate
detail reporting were far less than ideal at the time'
What was Silas Smith doing in Pittsf ield, lll.? How
long had he been there? Who was with him? Did he
intend to stay there? The answers to these questions
tell the poignant story of the last days of an honored
ancestor. We have precious little direct information

about our Grandfather Silas. Even his son Jesse
Nathaniel Smith made this lament as he commenced his
Journal: "Being his youngest child I have not had many
opportunities of gaining information respecting his life,

I

reverently put down this gcanty record to his
memory. "
Silas Smith, his wife Mary Aikens, and their two
sons Silas Sanford and Jesse Nathaniel arrived in
Pittsf ield, Feb. 23, 1839. Mary his second wife, was 41,
and Silas S. was eight, and Jesse N. only four. They had
not planned to come back to Pittsf ield. Just the previous
October they had passed through the village in
company with the brothers Chandler and Noble Rogers
and their families.' They were then headed west,
desiring to gather with other members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, at Far West, Mo.
Silas had been a member of this new church only four
and one-half years, Mary not even two years. 6
The date was April 13, 1838 when they had started
west from their previous home in Kirtland, Ohio. They
had spent all spring and summer making the arduous
trek with a horse team across Ohio and Indiana, and tn
October they reached Jacksonville, in west central
lllinois. The road led 25 miles west to Phillip's Ferry
(now Florence, lll.), where they were ferried across the
lllinois River,' then 11 miles more through Pittsfield.
There were no plans to return to this village.
Did Silas or Mary have any premonition that in less
than six months they would return, and that in less than
one year, Pittsfield would become the final resting
place of Silas? We do not have the answer to this
question but we do know that Silas and Mary were
"anxiously engaged in a good cause, " founded on their
unswerving conviction that their leader, Silas' nephew,

but

o

Editor's Note: This is the first of
a series of articles on the life of
Silas Smith [779-1839]' father
of Jesse N. Smith. The author,
who gained an early interest in

family history and

genealogSr

from his father, John C Smith' is

a great-grandson of Jesse

N.

Smith. He studied history and
business administration at Mt.
San Antonio College, Brigham
Young University, and Univer-

sity of Utah, and operates his
own business in Salt Lake CitY.
He was editor of t'Reflections on
the Fall of Nauvoo" which the

Smith Family published three
John Dawrln Smlth

years ago.

was a true prophet called by God. lt is essential to
recognize this testimony of Silas and Mary as the
reason for their being in Pittsfield. There is no other
reason.

The decision to leave Kirtland had not been an
independent one. Presidents Joseph Smith and Sidney

Rigdon had been forced to leave during the previousl!
January.' Because of apostasy, conditions had becomev
intolerable for those whose faith was still strong- The
day the Prophet lef t Kirtland he received three
revelations'gwhich instructed "the saints to sell their
farms and remove to the state of Missouri."'oSilas was
obedient to these instructions as were olher members
of the Smith family.
Silas' nephew George A. Smith, son of younger
brother John Smith, had just returned from a mission,
arriving in Kirtland on Sunday March 25, 1838. He
found his father and Uncles Silas and Asahel preparing
to leave for the land on the western frontier.
Five days later, George A. wrote a letter describing
the turmoil and preparation for moving westward:
11
...the state of affairs in Kirtland is very unsettled; the Parrish
party has become divided...The Church is united in spirit and
are forming themselves into a lump for Zion. My father (John)
sold his place so as to pay all his debts in Kirtland; he has a
pair of horses and wagons...We expect to start in about three
weeks for the far west. 12

When George A., was making his way home from
his mission, he found his Uncle Joseph, with the family

of Don Carlos, in Newton, Ohio. They had already
commenced their journey to the west.'3 Silas' older
brother had not been seen in Kirtland since January. In
a letter to her brother William, dated Monday Jan' 22,
1838

at

9

Kirtland, Miss Hepsibah Richards had

commented:
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"...Joseph and Sidney left this place Saturday night the 13th
inst. with a part of their families...Hyrum Smith has married
Miss Fielding, the English lady of whom I spoke in my last.
Father Smith (Joseph Smith, Sen.) is missing - not known
whether he has left the olace or has taken other measures to
avoid persecution...All our friends design leaving this place
soon as possible. As many of them as can will go to
Missouri...Probably several hundred families will leave
with-in a few weeks.."ta

li
I'

lt

For nephew George A., to now bring word of Joseph
Senior's location and circumstance was welcome news
to the Smith brothers.

Another

of Silas'

nephews, Elias Smith'u was

involved in organizing the Quorum of Seventy for the
westward trek. Several meetings had been held in the

attic rooms of the Temple, making plans,

and

considering ways to help the poor. Elias was both clerk

and historian for the Quorum. The minutes

of its

meeting held in the Temple March 10, 1838 have this
entry made by Eliaas, "The spirit of the Lord came
down in mighly power, and some of the Elders began
to prophesy, that if the quorum would go in a body

together...they should not want for anything on the
journey that would be necessary for them to have."'u
The faith which promoted the Seventies also gave
strength and purpose to the Smith family. Silas' brother
John and family left Kirtland on April 5, 18i,f "and Silas
started eight days later, Friday April 13, 1b38.

That eventful spring of 1838 found all the faithful
'r Smith brothers with their families, either in Ohio,
\z 166;6n" or lllinois. There were no turnpikes to follow,
no bridges, just miles and miles of mud and more mud.
Such trails taxed the energies of both man and beast.
One of the sons of Silas, Jesse Nathaniel records that
they lost a horse near Mt. Vernon, Ohio,'n which
required their stay there until the 26th of September.
To lose a horse was a major calamity.
About the same time but several miles f urther west,
the family of Joseph Sen., were in similar straits. A
letter written by Don Carlos to his brother the Proplret,
describes their crrcumstances and helps us to better
understand what may have caused Silas to pause at Mt.
Vernon. Here are excerpts from this valuable letter:
Brother Joseph, I sit down to inform you of our situation at the
present time...We started with fifteen horses, seven wagons,
and two cows. We have left two horses by the way sick, and a
third horse (our main dependence) was taken lame last
evening and is not able to travel, and we have stopped to

v

doctor him...We sold the two cows for $13.50 per cow...and
new we have only $25.00 to carry twenty-eight souls and
thirteen horses five hundred miles. We have lived very close
and camped out at night, notwithstanding the rain and the
cold. and mv babv onlv two weeks old when we started.
Agnes (wife of Don C.) is very feeble; father and mother are
not well and much fatigued; Mother has a severe cold, and in
fact it is nothing but the prayer of faith and the power of God,
that will sustain them and bring them through. Our courage is
good and I think we shall be brought through. m

When Silas resumed the journey, we can assume
that he found his horse or obtained another one. Most
likely he had found work for the few weeks that they
were encamped at Mt. Vernon.
Yes, it was a struggle, earnest and real , to take
one's family across the wilderness. They were not
organized as the Saints would be nine years later on the
march to the valleys of the mountains. lt was a supreme
test of faith to continue the journey. There were many
who faltered and failed.
Continuing their journey, they passed through
Dayton, Ohio; Indianapolis, Ind., Springfield, lll. and
Pittsfield. They crossed the Mississippi River at Pike,
lll. by ferry to Lousiana, Mo. And then on to Huntsville,
Mo., a distance of 755 miles from Kirtland. z'
Huntsville had been appointed to be "one of the
stakes ol Zion and which the Prophet said was the
ancient site of the City of Manti,"2'referred to in the
Book of Mormon. Perhaps thoughts of the ancient
history of this place were in the minds of Silas and
Mary, but not for long, for here they would met with the
terrible news of the massacre of Mormons at Haun's
Mill and the Battle at Crooked River where the brave
Apostle David Patten was killed. They also learned that
Missouri was not to be their new home. They were not
welcome. The governor, Lilburn W. Boggs, had given
written instructions to Gen. John B. Clark of the
Missouri State Militia: "The Mormons must be treated
as enemies and must be exterminated or driven from
the state, if necessary for the public good."'o
This infamous order was issued Ocl. 27,'1838. We
have learned the exact date that Silas and his friends
received this startling pronouncement from the journal
of Brigham Young who wrote:
Noah Rogcrs...in company with his brother Chandler and
Silas Smith...startcd for Far West. Missouri, and arrived in
the vicinity of Huntsville, November 13, 1838 where they met
a company of saints who had been stopped by a mob and
ordered back on pain of death...2s

The next few weeks were hectic. They were forced
to turn around and start back to lllinois; retracing the
same tracks they had just made. Where to go? Who was
to lead them? Word came that their Prophet and his
brother Hyrum with others, had been made prisoners in
the mockery known as Liberty Jail.'
Jesse N. states that "we were soon...overtaken by
quite a company-who were f leeing before Boggs' order
like ourselves."''They needed a leader, some one with
authority to gather this frightened, bewildered group
intoan organized body of Saints. lsaac Russel, who had
distinguished himself as a faithful missionary in the
British lsles with Heber C. Kimball and Orson Hyde;
now presented himself , asserting that he had authority
from Prophet Joseph Smith to be their leader' lt is true
that the Prophet had sent Elder Russel to assist a
company of Canadian Saints who were being harassed
by the mob3' Russell was now exceeding the authority
(Continued on next Page')
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SILAS SMITH. FROM KIRTLAND TO ILLINOIS
(Continued from preceding page.)

of that assignment, but how

were these confused,
homeless, mob-driven, leaderless people to know? He
could be very persuasive. His former missionary
associate, Heber C. Kimball, once said, "lsaac Russell
was the finest speaker he had ever heard."*

ln all of the confusion it is understandable that a
positive voice would be welcome. Thirty families
accepted Russell's leadership. He took them to an
encampment approximately ten miles north of
Louisana, Missouri, on what was known then as the
"Spanish claims. " *
Jesse N., in his journal written many years after the
event states that: "They built log cabins and prepared
to pass the

winteri"'He

is too generous

in his appraisal

of their habitaion, or perhaps "log cabin"

meant

something less to him than it now does to us. Let there

be no mistake, Brother Russell for some unknown
reason, forbade their seeking shelter in any houses that
may have been available and had them build huts or
live in tents which were far less than adequate and
which caused "great suffering."" The camp was on a
point of land between the Mississippi River and a small
trihutarycalled the Salt River. One can readily imagine
the river fogs and mists which would keep everything
damp and cold, even without the snow and rain which
surely would fall.
With all the diff iculties of daily survival, it was most
disconcerting to discover that Russell was not being
directed by the Spirit of Truth. He pretended to have
revelations. He said that the Prophet "Joseph had
fallen and he was appointed to lead the people."
Russell called himself "the chosen of the Lord;" and
f

urther he told them that they must travel on foot, "and

take nothing with them, and they must sell their

* Oh, such pangs of grief that had to be
endured as the body of a precious child was tenderly
21

days?' '

placed in a shallow grave.
William Marks had gone to Far West to bring Elder

Russell's family east to the encampment. He returnedxa

with the instructions that the Prophet "and

his
counselors wished to see him. Mr. Russell went to Far
West and after being tried, his license was taken from
him and he did not return to us again."" *
Ever mindful of his people, even though chafing

with frustration of his unjust prison confinement, the
Prophet Joseph sent an epistle ' 'To. . .all the Saints who

are scattered abroad, who are afflicted in divers
manners for Christ's sake and the Gospel's...May

grace, mercy and the peace of God be and abide with
you; and notwithstanding all your sufferings, we assure
you that you have our prayers and fervent desires for
your welfare, day and night..."3sThis message of faith
was written on Dec. 16, 1838. Silas would be able to
share these words of inspiration with his family as a gift
for the Christmas season and as a oromise of hope for
New Year which soon dawned upon them.
Something had to be done. Someone had to act.
They did! Silas' nephew DonOarlos Smitho called a
meeting of the Saints at Far West. Motion was made
and Silas' brother John Smith was made chairman of
the meeting and brother Asahel's son Elias was made
secretary.4,The new president of the Council of the
twelve Apostles, Brigham Young, made this motion:
...that we this day enter into a covenant to stand by and assist
each other to the utmost of our abilities in removing from this
state, and that wt: will never desert from this state, and that
we will never desert the poor who are worthy, till they shall be
out of the reach of the exterminating order of General Clark,
acting for and in the name of the state.o2

v

teams. " 3

In the turmoil of this pathetic situation,
encampment in a most unhealthy, miasmal river site;
ill-clothed, improperly fed, inadequate shelter, "...in
consequence of the exposure to which the people were
subjected, Silas Smith and his second son, John, were
taken sick and the child died and was buried there."*
Only two weeks f rom Nov. 13, the day they heard of
Governor Boggs' extermination order, to Nov. 27, Silas
and his little family were required to retrace almost 100
miles by foot, make shelter, gather fuel, forage for
food; and in all this Silas and his son became seriously
ill. The impossibility of the situation, the inability to
give John the care needed, caused his untimely death,
Nov. 27, 1838. Jesse recorded later that John "was
buried at a graveyard in the woods about three miles
from our camp."35
John Aikens Smith, a martyr in the cause of Christ;
a victim of intolerance, bigotry and all the evils which
have ever opposed the people and saints of God. Can
you remember looking into the eager face and hearing
the earnest voice of a child "age 6 years, 4 months and

Committees were formed. Offerings were received,
and even the Prophet, who could hardly spare it, sent a
hundred-dollar bill for the aid of the poor.43Locations for

resettlement were discussed. The citizens of the
counties of Adams and Pike in the state of lllinois
extended the hand of hospitality to these refugeesn
Many of the Saints gathered at Quincy, in Adams

county, and others gathered in and around Pittsf ield in
Pike County.

Elder Levi Richards wrote from Far West to his
brother Franklin D. Richardso5in St. Louis, on Feb. 12,
'1839. He said"...the people are preparing to leave as
fast as they can...Our friends generally will be sixty
miles east of Quincy...Cousin Brigham (Young), wishes
to be remembered to you particularly. He thinks you
had better go up to Phillip's Ferry and you will f ind him
at Geneva, twelve miles this side of Jacksonville

(lllinois),..."

"

Silas' brother Joseph and family started for Qunicy
"with an ox team," on Feb. 14, 1839. Brigham Young

left Far West the same day, "...leaving my
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...Brother Alexander Williams came up to my back door with
two bushels of meal on his shoulder. . . He said he was so busy

with his crops that he could hardly leave it, but the Saints
strove with him saying ,Brother Hendricks' family is

M I 55 oURr

suffering.' So I dropped everything and came by...He told us
that he had baptized the man and his wife that he was living
with. He was tending the farm and that he would come again.
But when he wanted more corn, the man was working for,
whose name was Thomas Edwards, said to him, ,you shall
not work for me for corn and take it to the Saints who have
been driven and robbed. Tell me where you go and I will go
myself.' So he came just as we were outlcf foodls

Map of the areae In southwestern Illinols and northeactern
Mlssourt In whlch Sllas Smlth and famlly spent much of
lE38-39.

,

property and nearly all my household goods, and went
to lllinois, to a town called Atlas, pike County, where I
tarried a few weeks and then went to euincy.".'
In a letter written to the prophet while he was still a
)risoner, Bishop Edward partridge commented: ,,This

Jplace (Quincy), is full of our people, yet they are
scattering off nearly all the while. I expect to start
tomorrow for Pittsfield, pike County, lllinois, about 45
miles southeast from this place." €
ElderWilford Woodruff, newly called by revelation
to be an apostle, painted this word scene: ,,1 then went
to the bank of the river (Mississippi)...and saw a great
many of the Saints, old and young, lying in the mud and
water, in a rainstorm, without tent or covering, which
suffering was caused by the unhallowed persecution of
the Saints in Missouri. The sight fiiled my eyes with
tears while my heart was made glad at the cheerf ulness
of the Saints in their aff liction."oe
With these glimpses into the trials of those around
them we can better appreciate the recollection of Jesse
N., who recorded, "The camp broke up Feb. 21, 1839,
crossed the river into lllinois the following day, reached
Pittsfield Pike County, the following day; here they
halted."$Now we know what brought Silas to pittsf ield.

Jesse

N. tells of a kind lllinois man,

Thomas

Edwards, who made "advantageous offers" for Silas
and the others in his group to setile on his property,
which offers they accepted!1This association resulted in
the entire Edwards family becoming members of the
Church.u'
beautiful story has been told which
the
kindness of this man. lt was recalled
Vemonstrates
.---by

A

Drusilla Hendricks whose husband was severely
wounded in the same battle that took the life of Aposile
David Patten.
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May God ever reward this good man and his family
for his kind benevolence to the Saints and to Silas and
Mary Smith and their two boys.
Silas, as a High Priest, "was appointed to preside
over the Church, "s in the Pittsf ield area. There were at
least 15 families in the immediate group with many
more in the surrounding area.* Presiding is not always
as easy task at best. The circumstances in which Silas
filled this assignment were anything but ideal Some of
the Saints were understandably bitter about their
hardships. Too often they were quick to complain and
f ind fault with the leaders of the Church. Silas went to
the Lord and appealed for help, and "...soon after this
he received (a) vision and a commandment to go to
Brother (William) Marks, John Sweat,...Joel Harvey,
with others to tell them that they must command their
families in the name of the Lord to reoent and cease
their murmurings; and be subject to their natural
heads; that if they did not do this their families would
lead them out of the church.
In the meantime the Proohet lnd his fellow
prisoners made their escape from their six-month
confinement and after an extremely difficult journey,
mostly on foot and having to keep hidden both day and
night to avoid recapture, Joseph and Hyrum arrived in
Quincy, Monday April 22, 1839.' Soon thereafter a
special conference of the Church convened at the
Presbyterian Camp Ground near Quincy. The Saints
met for three days, May 4th, 5th and 6th. lt was a time
of rejoicing. Friends and loved ones, long separated,
now again greeted one another. Their Prophet-leader
was with them. They had been delivered from their
enemies. They had found a haven of peace. The warm
spring sunshine healed their souls.s
The sons of Asael Smith met in reunion. How
grateful they were to sit in counsel once again. The
Patriarch, Joseph, was in his 68th year, Asahel Jr.
would be 66 that very month. Silas was 59 and John 57.
Joseph's health was poor; Silas was still struggling to
recover from his illness. Four faithful brothers
discussing the location and building of new home,
starting over, beginning anew. Did they comment
about theireldest brother, Jesse (now age71), who had
rejected their testimonies? He had remained in upper
New York state, comfortably situated with his own
hOUSe and farm. (Continued on next page.)
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With the brothers were their sons and nephews - the
cousins. Joseph and Hyrum, Samuel and William, with
Don Carlos, were sons of Joseph. There were John's
sons, George A. and John L., Asahel's son Elias was
there. Surely Silas quietly sorrowed that his older sons'
Curtis and Stephen, were not among them' These two
had not been impressed with the message of restoration
and had left Kirtland earlier to return to St. Lawrence
Co., New York.
One subject of intense discussion at the conference
was the purchase of lands by the brethren of the
Church, upriver from Quincy, in an area known as
Commerce, where the Prophet encouraged his people
and his family to gather.
and his family family to gatherl'gSilas' brothers Joseph
and John, with the help of their sons, started their
move to Commerce immediately following the
conference. Evidently Silas returned to Pittsfield to
inform his family and the members of the transactions
and messages of the conference. But he was still
troubled over the heavenly commandment to warn
some of his little f lock. Particularly was Silas concerned
qbout speaking to Elder Marks. "This was a hard task
for Silas Smith, for he had considered Brother Marks
(to be) much superior."*
Part of Silas' concern in speaking to Brother Marks
was that the conference had appointed him to move to
Commerce and there presidel'Silas nseded counsel' He
determined to talk to his brother Joseph and accordingly went to Commerce for that purpose' He found him
weak and feeble f rom illnessf'as were other members of
Joseph's family. Joseph's wife Lucy recorded later:

of distress, Silas Smith, my
up from Pike County, lllinois
came
husband's brother,
in relation to some Church
Smith
Mr,
to consult with
(Joseph
Sen')told him to go to
Smith
business."u"'Mr.
"During this time

Brother Marks and

tell him what he had been

commanded. "*
Silas also "was counselled

to move his family (to
delay."* According to Lucy, he
"returned with the intention of bringing his family
hither."sNo doubt, Silas carefully inspected the area

Commerce) without

and selected a place for his family to locate. His return

trip to Pittsfield (over 80 miles) would be filled with
thoughts and plans for the future, as well as the "hard

task" of counseling, in love, with Brother Marks and

the others.
His greeting to his beloved Mary and his sons Silas
and Jesse. was f illed with the excitment of the plans ot
move to the new city of the Saints' There was even talk
of a Temple to be built in the new city. For Silas it was
not to be nor was he able to meet with Brother Marks
for "before he had time to do so, he was taken sick
again and died soon aller."6'
Silas had never fully recovered from the illness of
the previous winter. What was the sickness that struck
this good man while in the midst of these plans and r+
10

sponsiblities? Lucy Smith described the sickness of her
family members as "the agues and billious fevers."*
These terrible, alternating, consuming temperatures
and debilitating chills, were accompanied with extreme
abdominal pains, caused by excessive bile. Appetite\twas destroyed, energy drained. This likely was the
disease which afflicted Silas. Tenderly, Mary nursed
her companion, but where were the helpful medicines
to soothe and heal? Silas' last illness lingered. Slowly
the strength and vitality of a sturdy body was sappecl'

Did Silas remember the words of his Prophet
nephew contained in the inspiring epistle of the
previous December?
And now dear and well beloved brethren - and when we say
brethren, we mean those who have continued faithful in
Christ, men, women and children - we feel to exhort you in
the faith in the new and everlasting covenant, and nothing
frightened at your enemies. For what has happened unto us is
an evidence to them of damnation; but unto us, of salvation,
and that ofGod, Therefore, hold on even unto death; for'he
that seeks to save his life shall lose it; and he that loses his life

for my sake, and the Gospel's' shall find

it''

saith Jesus

Christ.6s

"strong in the faith," he accepted with all
his heart the "new and everlasting covenant." His last
days were filled with prayer and communion with
heiven. " During his last illness he saw many important
visions," so states Lucy, that "l would be glad to relate^
but cannot remember them clearly enough to do so'"'o
Consumed with fever and pain but comforted by thL
visions of heaven to him, Silas breathed his last at 8rz"
o.m. on Friday, Sept. 13, 1939. His son reverently
comments that Silas "was buried near where we lived,
at a soot where several members of the Church were
laid." "One year and one day later, Sept. 14, 1840,
Silas' brother Joseph would join him in the Paradise of
Silas was

God.

During Silas' illness, the Twelve Apostles were
starting on tneit missions to England' The account of

these

faithf

ul servants, bowed with

sickness

themselves, obediently leaving for the misson field, is
truly inspiring. Two notations written by Elder Heber
C. Kimball to the Prophet must be included here'
...Brother Wilber took us on our journey about twenty-five
miles; to the place where President Marks resided' at the
town of Pitsfield.'.
...Next day Brother Allred carried us about four miles to
another town where your Unlce Silas Smith resided' We
arrived a few daYs after his death'

With Elder Kimball was President Brigham Young'
Could bereaved Mary, as a grieving Mary of long ago'
have said to these men of God, "lf thou hadst been

here, my husband had not died?""
Does the story of Silas end here? No because we are
heart and soul, by birth and covenant, his' The history
i1a,-,
of SilasSmith is the continuation of each of us' MaY
lived'he
as
"Silas
died
that
him,
be said of us as it is of
composed and in full faith and confidence in the
7o
everlasting gospel. "
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SILAS SMITH - FROM KIRTLAND TO ILLINOIS [Footnotes]
1, Don Smith, younger brother of Joseph the prophet, was

joint editor with Ebenezer Robinson, son-in-law of Sidney Rigdon. The Tlmes & Seasons was published monthly at Commerci,

, ,,(Later Nauvoo), Hancock County, Ill.
\S/
2. Times & Seasons, Commerce, Ill., Vol. I., No.2. Dec.
1839, p.32.

3. Smith, Oliver R. (ed.), Journal of Jesse N. Smith, JNS
Family Assn., Publisher's Press, SaltLake City, Utah, 1970, p. 1.
4.lbid, p. 6.
5. Ibid, p. 5.
6. Ibid, pp. 4-5. Silas was baptized by his nephew Hyrum

Smith in the summer of 1835 near Potsdam, New york. Hyrum
also baptized his Aunt Mary Aikens Smith on Julv 18, 1837 at

Kirtland, Ohio.

7. Thompson, Jess M., plke County History, pike County
Historical Society, Preston Miller, publisher, Ricine, Wis., 1967.
8. Documentary History of the Church, (Hereafter DHC),
Vol. III, page 1, Deseret Book Co., B.H. Roberts, ed., 1948
edition.
9. Ibid, p. 44, July 8, 1838. Joseph recorded, ,,The three
revelations which I received January 12, 1838, the day I left
Kirtland, were read in the public congregation at Far West."
These three revelations are not contained in the Doctrine and
Covenants. They were inadvertently lost during the Missouri
persecutions and to this date have not been found.
10. Hales, Charles Henry. This is a quotation from a two-page
biographical sketch written by Elder Hales in 1845. He was a

member of the 2nd Quorum of Seventy and also made the
arduous journey to Missouri, leaving Kirtland March 20, 1838.
Copy of Biographical sketch in possession of the author.
11. Warren Parish, former favored scribe and secretary to the

Prophet, had created problems witht the Kirtland Banking
Society and became a bitter apostate and enemy to the Prophet
-.and his defenders.
12. Letter of George A. Smith, March 30, 1838, to Josiah
\,-'_
rtleming of Middletown,
Va.; copy in Journal History, Church
Historian's Library, SLC, Utah.
13. rbid.

14. Letter of Hepsibah Richards, Jan. 22, 1838, to William
Richards; copy in Church Historian's Library, SLC, Utah.
15. Elias Smith, son of Asahel Jr., a brother of Silas.
16. Parkin, Max H., "Conflict at Kirtland," Thesis, Dept. of
Institutes, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, 1967, page
268.
17. Journal History, Church Historian's Library, SLC, Utah,
under date of April 5, 1838.
18. Ibid, April 13, 1838.
19. Journal of Jesse N. Smith, op. cit. p. 5.
20. Journal History, op. cit., under date of Friday July 6, 1838.
Joseph received this letter from his brother on this date, It was
written sometime in May at about nine miles from Terre Haute,

Ind.
21. DHC, op. cit., p. 144.
22. Jenson, Andrew, The Hlstorical Record, Vol. VII, No.

July 1888. p.

23. DHC, op. cit.
24. lbid, p. 175.
25. Journal History, op. cit., under date of Monday June 15,
1846, by Brigham Young. This entry confirms the data furnished
in the Journal of Jesse N., that they were travelling in company
with the families of the brothers Noah and Chandler Rogers. The

in the trials of Missouri, between

these

families, have an eternal relationship. The grandson of Chandler
Rogers, Smith Doolittle Rogers, married one of the daughters of
Iesse N, Smith, Eliza Snow Smith. Also, a great grandson of
,\rrilas, Lorenzo Wickliffe Smith, married Blanche Rogers, a great
-granddaughter of Chandler. See Journal of JNS, Appendix pp.
477 and 497.
26. Corbett, Pearson H., Hyrum Smith, Patriarch, Deseret
Book Co., 1963, pp. 184-210.
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29. Ibid, p. 136. Article about lsaac Russell by George W.
Russell, son of Isaac.
30. DHC, op. cit., p.226.
31. Journal ofJNS, op. cit., p. 5. '
32. DHC, op. cit., p.226.
33. Ibid.
34. Excerpt from an Old Note Book or Diary, author unknown,
p. 44. A typescript copy was made of this OId Note Book by
students of BYU. "The copying was supervised by prof. M.

Wilford Poulson, permission being obtained through

the

courtesy of Mrs. Harold S. Walker of Pleasant Grove, Utah by
Mrs. Juanita Brooks of St. George, Utah during the summer of
1944." The orginal cannot be located at the ByU or at the LDS
Church Historian Library. Both Mrs. Walker and Mrs. Brooks
remember the project but could not shed any light as to its
present whereabouts. Those who have read the copy seem to
agree that the author is a sister-in-law of Silas. Some entries read
as though they were made by the wife of brother John, while iust
as many more seem to indicate Joseph's wife Lucy as the author.
Inasmuch as the entries here quoted agree with and confirm the
references made by Lucy concerning Silas, in her History of
Joseph Smith; and also because it has some logic to the thought
that Silas would go to his older brother Joseph for counsel. The
present author gives Lucy credit for the references.
35. Journal of JNS, op. cit., p. 5.
36. Ibid.
17. Old Note Book, op. cit., p 43.
38. Jensen, Andrew, op. cit., Ceorge W. Russell article, p.

136. Issac Russell remained in Missouri until his death in
September 1844 at the age of37. However, the intervening years
were not easy ones. He and his family were harassed by the mob
who "frequently ordered Russell to call out all of his chilren, and
place them in a row to be shot. The six children were spared and
all lived to come to Utah with their mother." At one time, in a
mock court, the mob actually sold Isaac Russell to the highest
bidder, and he was required to scrve out his sentence as a farm
hand for many months.
39. DHC, op. cit., pp. 226-233. This epistle of the Prophet is
dated Dec. 16, 1838 at Liberty Jail, Mo.
40. Don Carlos Smith was acting in his office as President of
the High Priests Quorum to which he had been called three years
earlier. Jan. 15. 1836.
41. DHC, op. cit., p.249-251, meeting held Jan. 26, 1839 and
again Jan. 29, 1839.
42. rbid.
43. rbid.
44. Asbury, Henry, Reminiscences of Quincy, Illinois, D.
Wilcox & Sons, Quincy, 1882, pp. 80-81. "Quincy had extended
to the Mormon people, when driven out of Missouri...very
especial kindness and assistance. They came here in winter and

were suffering; we had heard much pro and con about the
7,

601.

friendships begun

27. Journal of Jesse N. Smith, op. cit., p. 5.
28. Jenson, Andrew, op. cit., p. 135.

Mormons, but suffering women and children were among them,
and we did for their necessities all we could do...a retrospect of
our history shows that we have a forbearing, generous and loving
people, giving shelter to all who ran to us in time of trouble. We
are all now glad that it has been so."
45. Franklin D. Richards, later to become a member of the
Council of the Twelve, grandfather of Elder LeGrand Ricahrds
and great-grandfather of Elder Franklin D. Richards of today's
general authorities of the Church.
46. Jcrurnal History, op. cit., Tuesday 12, 1839.
47. Ibid.

48. Ibid, Tuesday 5, March 1839, Quincy, Ill. "...the

authorities of the state said we must leave the country, which we
did and settled in Illinois, first at Quincy, then at Pittsfield, Pike
Co., then at Nauvoo which was the gathering place for the
Saints." Statement by Eliza Marie Partridge Smith Lyman,
daughter of Bishop Edward Partridge, married with her sister
(Continued on next page.)
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Aunt Leoh Udoll Posses

VESTAW. JARVIS

Vesta Parilee Wakefield Jarvis, 78, died at a
nursing home in Orem, Utah, February 8, 1976, of
causes incident to age. She was the widow of Williamrrr
Prior Jarvis, a grandson of Jesse N. Smith.
She was born in Emery County, Utah, January 4,
1898, to John Fleming and Julia Ann Johnson
Wakefield. She was married to William P. Jarvis on
December 3, 1921 , and sealed in the Salt Lake Temple a
year later. He died March 17, 1973.
She was a nursery school and kindergarten teacher

in

Leah S. Udall

Funeral services were held on February 21 in the
,Mesa 13th Ward Chapel for Leah Smith Udall,
daughter of Jesse N. and Janet Johnson Smith, who

died on February 17, 1976 in

a

Mesa hospital of
a
broken hip. She
surgey
on
following
complications
was 84.

Aunt Leah was born in Snowflake on August 13,
1891 and attended the Snowf lake Stake Academy. She
married John Hunt Udall on October 5, 1916 in the Salt

in St. Johns
He was
Phoenix.
moved
to
until 1926 when they
probation
for
Arizona,
administrator
federal
appointed
and alter served as mayor of Phoenix. After his
retirement they moved to Mesa where he died in 1959.
Sheserved in the LDS Sunday School, Primary, and
Relief Society organizations throughout her life. A
surviving son, J. Nicholas, also was a mayor of
Phoenix, and another son, the late E. Earl Udall, served
as city manager in Provo, Utah and other cities.
Tributes and musical numbers were presented at
the funeral services by members of the family, which
includes 63 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.
She is survived by nine sons and daughters: J.
Nicholas, Pheonix; Mrs. Woodrow (Ruth) Evans,
Provo, Utah; Reed S., Kaysville, Utah; Jesse N. and
Mrs. W. Bradford (Pauline) Perkinson, Mesa; Samuel
H., Gilbert, Arizona; Mrs. Chester (Janet) Mortensen,
Modesto, California; Mrs. Lloyd (Josephine) Webster,
Parker, Arizona; and Mrs. Victor (Edith) Flack, St.
Louis, Mo.; and by one brother and three sisters: M.
Lake Temple and they made their home

Foss

C. Smith,

Farmington,

N.M'; Lorana S'

Broadbent, Salt Lake City; Natalia S. Farr and Mrs.
Johrr (Myrtle) Blocker, Mesa.

12

Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, California,

and

Wyoming. She was active in the LDS Relief Society,
Primary and Sunday School, and served in the Texas
Mission, 1962-64. She was an excellent pianist and
vocalist and performed with various singing groups'
She was the mother of one son, William Dayle
Jarvis, who died in 1964. She reared also her husband's
niece, Mell Jarvis Whiting, (Mrs. Max G. Neilson)
whoo was left motherless when Susie Jarvis Whiting
died in childbirth.
SILAS SMITH

.

FROM KIRTLAND TO ILLINOIS

(Continued from preceding page.)

Emily to the Prophet Joseph Smith

in

1843 and after the

martyrdom to Elder Amasa Lyman in 1846'
49. lbid, 16, March 1839.
50. Journal ofJNS, op. cit., P. 6.

51.Ibid, p.6.
52.

Ibid.

Y/

p'

15, compiled for the
Genealogical Society, SLC, Utah, 1954-1955.
54. Old Note Book, oP. cit., P. 44.

53. Utah Pioneer Blographies, Vol. 35,

55.
56.
57.
58.

Journal of JNS, op. cit., pp. 5-6.
Old Note Book, op. cit., pp. 44'45'
DHC, op. cit., p. 327
DHC, op. cit., pp. 344-347 ' Jesse N.'s journal states that

Silas "went up to attend the Special Conference held at
Commerce." The conference attended by Silas was the Special
Conference held in Quincy. The first Conference held in
Commerce. (Nauvoo, as it was to be called), did not convene
until Oct.6-8, 1839. See alsothe Journal of JNS' p. 6 and DHC'
Vol. IV, pp. 11-14.
59. Journal of JNS, op. cit., P. 6.
60. Old Note Book, oP. cit., P. 6.
61. DHC, op. cit., p. 347.
62. Smith, Lucy Mack, History of Joseph Smlth, Stevens &
Wallis, Inc., SLC, Utah, 1945, pp' 303-304.
63. Ibid., p. 304.
64. Old Note Book, oP. cit., P. 45.
65. Journal ofJNS, op. cit., P. 6
66. Smith, Lucy Mack, oP. cit., P. 304.
67. Old Note Book, oP. cit., 45-46.
68. Smith, Lucy Mack, oP. cit', P' 304.
69. DHC, op. cit., PP.232-233.

70. Old Note Book, op. cit., p. 46' This quotation

is

accompanied with the notation. "Note - When Silas received the
above uisions, he lived in Pittsfield and we lived in Nauvoo"'
71. JournelofJNS, oP' cit'' P' o'
72. Times & Seasons, Vol. VI, No.6, April 1,1845' p' 860
Excerpt from a letter of Heber C. Kimball to Joseph Smith\9
written July 9, 1840, from Manchester, England'
73. St. John 11:32.
74. Old Note Book, oP. cit., P. 46.
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News of Our Missionaries

Family Members Galled Home
g

Arizona,

On October 10, 1975 Leonora Smith Rogers died in
Snowflake after having suffering prolonged disability
from a number of strokes. She was 89.
Shewas born April 2, 1886 in Snowf lake, Arizona to
Joseph W. Smith and Sarah Ellen Marsden Smith, the
fourth child in a family of 12. She was the oldest living
granddaughter of Jesse N. and Margaret West Smith.

After graduating f rom the

Snowf

lake

Stake
School in

Academy she attended Arizona Normal
Flagstaff, and taught school in Snowflake for several
years. She married Marion Rogers on June 1, 1910, and
they raised a family of four children.
She served in all of the LDS Church auxiliaries, and
was president of the Snowflake Stake Relief Society
from 1925 to 1946. She then served on a mission to New
England with her husband, and was a temple worker in
Mesa for 19 years. He died in 1959.
From 1921 to 1933 she served on the Navajo County
Welfare Board, and from 1933 to'1939 was a member of
the Arizona Social Welfare Congress. In 1933 she was
intrumental in getting dental and immunization cinics
established throughout the county, and in 1939 was a
founder of the Snowf lake Maternity Hospital.
Belle S. Spafford, former general president of the
Relief Society, paid her this tribute: "l wish to express
) my esteem for her as a thoroughly good woman, and
\zexemplary mother, a distinguished Relief Society
leader, an able public servant, and an effective
community builder. "
She is survived by her son and two dauqhters: M.R.
Honolulu; Mayola R. Miltenberger, Salt Lake City; and

Mrs. F. Willis (Bess) Ericksen,

Snowf

lake;

Alice S. Kartchner, Mesa; Marie S. Heywood and
Clarissa S. Kimbrell, Phoenix; Laurence N. Smith,
Snowflake; Mary S. Monson and J. Fish Smith, Salt
Lake City; Henry A. Smith, Los Angeles; Ernan Smith,
Provo, Utah; Della S. Miller, Albuquerque; and Agnes

S. Knapp Safford, Arizona.

Funeral services were conducted on December 15 in
American Fork, Utahfor lven K. Flake, great-grandson
of Jesse N. Smith, who died on December 11, 1975 after
a long illness. He was 38.

He was born February 13, 1937 in North Logan,
Utah, the third son and fourth child of Joseph M. and

He attended schools in

rowflake, Arizona and Nyssa, Oregon, after which he
Yerved a mission in Eastern Canada. He then attended
Brigham Young University.
On June 29, 1965 he married Deena Tippetts in the
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Steven John Christiansen (Lucele Kartchner, Alice,

W.) of Provo is serving in the Minneapolis,
Minnesota Mission. His brother, ElRay L., left in
November to begin service in the Leeds, England

Joseph

Mission.

Jay B. Carpenler (Lenore, Edith, Bushman, Joseph

W.) of Chandler, Arizona, is serving in the

North

German Mission.

David Kim Rogers (Julia, Jessie Smith, Julia) of
Phoenix is now a district leader in the South Argentina
Mission.

Richard Rulon Jarvis

ll

(Richard, Rulon, Jesse,

Susan) has been serving in the London South Mission
since Seotember.

Maureen Williams (Dorothy, Helen Heward,
Robert) of Holbrook left in December to begin service in
the Seattle, Washington Mission.

Matthew Dean Flake (Dean, Virgil, Martha) of
left in January for the Washington, D.C.

Snowflake
Mission.

Marianne Brinkerhoff (Regina, Jessie Smith, Julia)
reported to the Mission Home on January 26, and has
entered the Indiana Mission.
Victoria Smith (John Dawain, John C., J. Walter) of
Salt LakeCity began service in the Hong Kong Mission
in March.

Blane N. Farr (Norman, Natalia) of Holbrook,
Arizona reports in March for service in the London,
England Mission.
Douglas C. Bushman (Jess, H. Fred, Sariah) of
Provo has been made a zone leader in the Northern
California Mission and is at Winters, California.

IVEN KOWALLIS FLAKE

Delora Kowallis Flake.

is

12

grandchildren and four great-grandchildren; and the
following brothers and sisters: Edith S. Bushman and

u/

W.

Shumway (Rex P., Ruth) of Winslow,
enjoying his service in the Lansing,
Michigan Mission.
Rex

LEONORA SMITH ROGERS

Oakland Temple. They were the parents of four
children.
He is survived by his wife, parents, and children:
Lora, Ronald Carl, Martin, and James; and brothers
and sisters: Wilbur K. and Mrs. Robert (Neva) Borden,
Salt Lake City; Mrs. lvan (Mira) Baker, Lehi, Utah;
Sherman K., Mesa, Arizona; Lowry K., Snowflake;
Carvel K., North Las Vegas, Nevada; Miles K.,
Smithf ield, Utah; Val K., Seattle;and Mrs. Lorin (Lina)
Hatch, Fountain Valley, California. The parents reside
in Provo.
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Life Sketches of the Family Association Officers
AUGUSTA FLAKE, FAMILY HISTORIAN
[Adapted from an article by two nieces, Imogene Flake
in the

Peterson and Evelyn Flake Taylor, published

Snowflake Herald at the time of her retirement from
teaching in the Snowflake schools.l

A life of devoted service to her family, community,
and church - that is the remarkable story of the

talented but modest personality that is Augusta Flake.
Think of someone who is never lazy, always on the
go - with more projects going in a month than most
people tackle in a lifetime. She never spends time in
idle chatter. She is straightforward and means what she
says, but is never pushy. Reserved and shy, she stil
loves a good joke and has a sense of humor. She is
modesty itself , a real lady. As a teacher she feels the re.
sponsibility of training each child's mind, and is deeply
concerned about their progress. That's Augusta Flake..
She was the second child and f irst daughter in the
family of James M. and Martha Smith Flake, and was
given the name of her maternal grandmother, Augusta
Maria Outzen, who was the fourth wife of Jesse N.
Smith. With a family of eight boys and seven girls

growing up in the large, three-story Flake home in
Snowflake, she grew up with responsibilites.

While the boys worked at the ranch and farm
chores, she was her mother's right-hand "man". The
women's work included carrying water from the well,
heating it on the wood cook stove or out in the wash

house in a huge boiler, scrubbing clothes on the
washboard, raising a big garden every year and
bottling everything they could raise, making quilts,
ironing with flatirons heated on the stove, and making
butter and cheese.
And the meals! lt seemed that there was a meal
being cooked constantly as the men folk and hired
hands and countless visitors never came at set times.
The women never knew if they would have one dozen or
three dozen at any meal. So Augusta learned to work
and her family depended on her.
When she was f ive years old she came down with
spinal meningitis, and for weeks she tossed helplessly
on her bed. She lost her speech and it was not known if
she would live. When at last she began to improve and
to talk again, she would demand, "Readl Read!" and
the same two story books were read to her over and
over again until she had them both memorized.
When she went to the district school and later the
Snowflake Stake Academy, her pleasant and studious
nature made her a favorite with both teachers and
classmates. After graduating from the Academy, she
decided to become a teacher and enrolled at the
Arizona Normal School in Flagstaff . She largely
supported herself through school, and afterwards
taught for 36 years -- all of this time in Snowflake so
that she could help at home.
14

Augusta Flake

She spent one year at Brigham Young University,
receiving her bachelor's degree there with her older
brother, Donald. She studied one summer at the
University of California, and later had a teaching
fellowship at Utah State Agricultural College (now
University) wfpre she earned the M.S. degree.
After six of her brothers had gone on missions,
Bishop William C. Smith of Snowf lakeWard said that it
was "her turn" and she filled a 2S-month mission in
California. Later she served two summers also in the
Eastern States Mission and then a two-year stake
mission.
But except for one three-year period when her sister
Ruth took her place, and for the six- or ten-week
summer periods away, Augusta was constantly at home Y

as her father would say, "Your mother needs you."
Her mother died in 193'l at the age of 54, and her father
15 years later at the age of 85.
In Snowf lake she taught science, biology, and
Spanish in high school classes for several years, and
then she transferred to the elementary school where
she taught fourth grade classes for 26 years. I n the LDS
Church she held many positions in the auxiliaries, and
was an outstanding campcrafter because of her training
in nature study and her interest in young people. She
was speech director in the MIA for many years.
Many hobbies and interests are hers. Among these
are astronomy, agronomy, biology, and ornithology.
She is a talented photographer and for many years was
the only one in town with a good camera, and took the
photographs for the high school yearbooks.
Augusta loves her ancestors and the heritage they
passed on to her. She carefully preserves their relics
and historical records and is glad to share them with
anyone who is interested. Perhaps a high point in her
service to the family was the acceptance of the James
M. Flake Home and the Jesse N. Smith Home into the
National Register of Historic Sites in 1973, an unusual
distinction for a community the size of Snowf lake.
The Smith family is fortunate to have the benef it of
Augusta's talent and service. As one appreciativeV
brother has said, "One would have to go a long way to
find her eoual."
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Neurs

of Smith Family Members Around the World

CUPERTINO, CALIF. Annette Hansen (O.
Marion, Jr., Lenore, J.N. lll, Jesse N. Jr.) has been
l,,rramed president of the junior class of the California
Scholarship Federation. She witl be 17 in April, and
keeps busy as Jr. Sunday School accompanist, AP-YW
music director, seminary class president, ward and
school choir member, and teacher of seven piano
students. (11158 Sutherland Ave., 95014)

SMITHS TO GATHER AT BYU APRIL 5

Family members visiting the general conference
and all students and others living in the area are invited

to the special "Home Night" reunion to be held at 7
p.m. on Monday, April5, in Room 396 of the Wilkinson
Center at Brigham Young University.
John Dawain Smith, author of the article on Silas
Smith which is featured in this issue of the Kinsman,
will share with us his interesting research on the life of
this family founder.
Joseph Flake is co-chairman for the local branch of
the family, along with Matt Hilton, president of the

GLOBE, Ariz.-- Michael Dean Brown (h. Maradel,
Agnes Knapp, Joseph W.) has recenily moved into his
new veterinary clinic here and was honored by local
officials for having the most progressive establishment
in the city. (1114 Linda Vista, 85501)

PALO ALTO,

Calif.

Claire Gitchrist (Mary

Bushman, Sariah) is the founding editor of The Scroll, a
new monthly publication in the Palo Alto 1st Ward. lts
first issue contained 12 pages of excellent photos and
features. (2275 Sharon Rd. Apt. 312, Menlo Park 94025)

PROVO, Utah -- Scott T. Bushman (Preston Jr.,
Daphne, Seraphine) is the editor of Tradewinds, the

weekly student newspaper
College in Provo.

BYU Smith Cousins Club.

at the Utah Technical

SALZBURG, Austria -- Jon D. Green (h. Karen
;Broadbent, H. Smith, Lorana) was director of the
\z.drigham Young University semester abroad program
here during the six months ending in December. He is
an assistant prof essor of humanities at BYU. (1490 Elm
Circle, Provo, Utah 84601)

MORE COLLEGE GRADUATES

Brigham Young University - Dennis L. Shelley
(Theora, Susie Whiting, Susan) B.S.E., Electrical
Engineering; Douglas R. Smith (Richard A., Asahel)
8.S., Chemistry (with honors).
Simmons College, Boston

WE NEED STUDENT NAMES AND ADDRESSES!
Here at BYU we have a Jesse N.Smith Cousins'
Club which is designed to help preserve our family
heritage and keep kinship ties strong among young
family members. We have activities such as parties,
f

to

lst Lt. Harold K. Schnebly (Anna, Martha) returned
Provo in December after completing three years'

active duty with the U.S. Army, the last two and
one.half being in an engineer battalion in Germany. He

and his wife Sue have resumed studies at Brigham
Young University to complete teaching credentials in
elementary education. (780 E. 50 S., Provo, Utah
84601

-- Evelyn H. Fredrick

(June Harker, Hyrum) B.S., Physical Therapy.

ireside programs, genealogy seminars, service
to Parowan and other points of

projects, and trips

interest.
But these activities are of no use unless we are able
to reach your children and their kin here and get them
involved. To help us contact alldescendants of Jesse N.
Smith who are in this area could you please f ill out the
form below and mail it to me as soon as oossible.

--Matt Hillon, 586 N. 500 E., Provo, Utah

)

84601

(Phone (808) 375-2677)
SMITH FAMILY ENROLLMENT FORM
To: J.N.S. Family, 2465 N. 820 E, Provo, UT 84601
Enclosed is $5 for which please enroll me in the Jesse N.
Smith Family Association for the year 1976 Send The
Kinsman to me at this address:

BYU STUDENT COUSIN DATA FORM
Name(s)

BYU Address

Name

Street or Box No

city, state, zlP

Descent from Jesse N. Smith

If married. name of spouse/children

Name of my parent in the J.N.S. line
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Wedding Congratulations
20 Dec. 75 * Mary Ann Ericksen (Bess Rogers.
Leonora, Joseph W.) and Alan Allred; Box 280\,
Snowflake, Arizona 85937.
2 Jan. 76. -- Rachel Benson (Jesse, Rachel) and
John Lanford Collette; 317 E. 5300 S. (rear), Murray,

Complimentary memberships in the Jesse N. Smith
Family Assn. are presented to these f ine couples for the
coming year Please send us a Family Record Sheet on
yourselves to be added to our genealogical recoro, ano
send us a new address when vou move

Utah 84107.

7 Feb. 76 - LaRae Smith (Robert, Samuel) and
Benjamin LaRae Blake; 517 N. 1S0 E. Orem, Utah

84507.
7 Aug. 75

John Leonard Sevy

(Margaret

Shumway, Lucy)and Jolene Robinson; 145 S. 200 E. #6,

Provo, Utah 84601

9 Nov. 75 -- Daniel D. Smith (Kenneth, Jessie
Ballard, Julia) and Kathleen Lang; c/o 675 S. Gollob
Road, Tucson Arizona 85710.
12 Nov. 75 - David Dean Farr (Norman, Natalia)
and Paula Reidhead (Leone Pearce, lone Rogers,
Eliza); Showlow, Arizona 85901
26 Nov. 75 -- Marla Ashcroft (LaMell Farr, Natalia)
and Steve LaMar Jones; Box 556, Eagar, Arizona
85925.

,

29 Nov. 75

CORRECTION
The following is a correction of an erroneous listing
in our October issue: 15 Feb. 75 - Courtland Mason
Hilton (Jan, Fern, Esther) and Vicki Lynn Rogers (Lila,
George Jarvis, Susan); 602 N. 100 W., Provo, Utah
84601.

PLEASE HELP US ON YOUR
ADDRESS CHANGES
One of the continuing problems in serving our
large family is keeping up with change of address.

Would you believe that each three months these

--

David Merrill Thomas (Mauretta
Julia) and Charleen Johnson; 64 W. Brown
Road, Mesa Arizona 85201.
12 Dec. 75 -- Francis Ardath Farr (Natalia) and
Bessie Adams Butler: 45 South Olive. Mesa Arizona

'Ballard,

_

number over 50!
We have been informed that the Postal Service

fee for notification of address change will be increased to 250 beginning Jan. 1. In addition we incur
an extra charge for rs.mailing each returned copy.
You can help us when you move by sending us
a postcard or note, listing both the old and new
address. lf you know of others in your family who
are moving, please alert us to this also. A duplicate
notice will not hurt, and it will help us be sure that
The Kinsman continues to reach your married children and brothers and sisters. Our love and thanks
for your attention to this matter.

85204.

13 Dec. 75 - Mary Lou Peterson (Virginia Benson,
Rachel) and Robert Scarlet Rumel; 340 E. 1700 South,
Salt Lake City, Utah 84115.
19 Dec. 75 -- Craig Chester Mortensen (Janet Udall,

Leah) and Laura Louise Barker; 584 N. 1100 East,
Provo, Utah 84601.
20 Dec. 75 - Dale Owen Anderson (Robert, Bessie,
Priscilla) and Colleen Watts; 560 E. 1st North,
Springville, Utah 84663.
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